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STUDYING TEACHER EDUCATION FROM A CULTURAL-HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE
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This workshop will introduce participants to theoretical perspectives and research methodologies
that are useful in studying the institutions and practices involved in preparing school teachers. The
workshop will be conducted in English so a good standard of listening and reading comprehension as
well as spoken English is necessary. However, no prior knowledge of the course content is required.
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Course presenter: Professor Viv Ellis, Dean, Faculty of Education, Monash University, Melbourne,
Australia
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The workshop will be in two parts:
AR 73 MR 7

PART 1: Why study teacher education?
BB A B I E ?

In the first part of the workshop, we will consider why it is important, interesting and useful to study
the ways we prepare teachers for schools. We will place teacher education in social, cultural and
historical context, and discuss the learning challenges of teacher education.
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PART 2: Studying teacher education with Vygotskian and Neo-Vygotskian tools
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In the second part, we will look at a range of theories and methodologies derived from the work of
Russian psychologist Lev Vygotsky. In particular, we will look at cultural-historical activity theory
(CHAT) and ask why it might be useful in teacher education research.
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